
Albion Redevelopment Commission Regular Meeting 

Minutes -  Wednesday, November 10, 2010 

CALL TO ORDER:  President Fiandt determined a quorum was present and called the meeting to order 

at 6:05 p.m.   Members present were David Fiandt, Wanda Truelove, Tina Craft, Duane Simpson and Tim 

Christopher.  Absent was member John McGill.  Also present was Beth Shellman, and Orland and Judith 

Leitch. 

 

MINUTES:  D. Fiandt motioned, T. Craft seconded, to approve the minutes from the October 13, 2010 

regular meeting.  A 5-0 voice vote determined the minutes were approved as read.   

   

NEW BUSINESS:  Façade Improvement Grant Program – Ron and Judy Wentworth, doing business 
as Noble Enterprises, Inc., requesting one additional window purchase be added to the façade grant at 
110 N Orange Street.   
 

B. Shellman explained the RDC members that Ron Wentworth recently contacted her and stated he 

initially miscounted the number of windows that would be replaced in his building.  He is requesting the 

RDC add one additional window to the facade grant allowed at the October 13, 2010 meeting.  Ron 

submitted an additional quote from the same company (Northern Exteriors, Inc.) in the amount of $295. 

50% of that amount is $147.50.   After reviewing the new quote, a motion was made and seconded (D. 

Simpson, T. Craft to approve the additional funding as requested for the one window, approved 5-0. 

 

Façade Improvement Grant Program – Lucky U Ceramics, by owners Orland and Judith Leitch, 

requesting funding assistance in the amount of $1,889.50 for the purchase of a LED message center sign 

to be placed on the interior side of their storefront window display, business located at 106 N Orange 

Street.    

 

Orland and Judith Leitch were present and explained their funding request.  They had a difficult time 

trying to find three companies to quote the sign they were planning to purchase.  They did receive three 

quotes -    1.) Mega-Sign $990 - this sign does not scroll and did not meet their specifications;  2.) 

Signtronix quoted $4,809 and 3.) My Sky/Big Brite signs quoted $3,779.  They hope to purchase the sign 

from My Sky/Big Brite and are requesting funding assistance in the amount of $1,889.50 to purchase the 

14" x 60" multi-color scrolling marquee sign with three message lines.  The sign will be on all the time and 

will not advertise for any other business.  They may run upcoming events on the display and will appear 

before the BZA for a Variance hearing on November 17, 2010. 

 

The sign will be placed flat against the storefront window of Lucky U on the interior of the glass and will 

face directly west.  The sign will not protrude from the building.   

 

The funding request is subject to the BZA approving the Variance for a scrolling, animated sign in Central 

Business.   

 

After some discussion, a motion was made and seconded (D. Simpson/T. Craft) to approve the request 

as submitted in the amount of $1,889.50.  Voice vote showed a margin of 5-0 to approve. 

 

Request for funding assistance by Albion Wastewater Department – up to $50,000 to provide 

engineering and associated costs to operate and maintain the town’s sanitary sewage system, including 



conditions imposed on the IDEM/NPDES permit renewal regarding treatment and testing of E-Coli 

between April and November.     

 

B. Shellman explained the town received another 5-year extension on its National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES).  A condition of the permit requires the town to begin treating and 

monitoring E-Coli at the sewer ponds during the months of April - November.  The town was given 3 years 

to submit a plan to design the treatment facilities, receive a construction permit and begin treatment of E-

Coli.  Town Engineers prepared three options with estimated costs on how the treatment could occur.  

The options are Chlorine Gas, Liquid Chlorine or Ozone.  The town has until June 1, 2011 to design a 

treatment plan, submit it to IDEM for approval, apply for and receive a construction permit and to begin 

construction of the treatment facilities.  During April - November of 2010, town water employees 

experimented with different types of liquid chlorine treatment and received encouraging test results.  The 

engineers initially estimated a treatment cost ranging from $161,800 to $287,800.  Our town crew 

believes they can effectively treat the E-Coli within our limitation limits.  The cost of their design, including 

engineering, is estimated to be in the $50,000 range.  We will use town employees to complete the work 

and save $$.   The water crew is working with the town engineers on details of design and then the plan 

will be submitted for IDEM approval.   

 

The sewer fund is expending more out than it is receiving in revenue.  The town council is in the process 

of drafting an ordinance for a 3-year incremental sewer increase and current funding options are limited.  

The RDC sets aside a large amount of its annual budget to address infrastructure needs such as sewer 

and water.  In 2010, the appropriated amount for infrastructure is $150,000.  This request is not only a 

need, but a state mandated condition imposed upon the permit to continue using the sewer ponds.  If the 

permit were ever revoked, the town would need to put in a mechanical plant for the treatment of all 

sewage.        

 

Granting the $50,000 would allow the town to have the sewer ponds surveyed by the 

engineering/surveying firm preparing and submitting the plans - DA Brown in Auburn. The plans will be 

submitted to IDEM along with a construction permit application for the less expensive treatment plan.  We 

are hopeful the $50,000 will cover all surveying, engineering and application costs as well as the actual 

construction.  We will have a better idea if additional money is needed when IDEM reviews our proposed 

plan.  The Albion Town Council will be considering a letter of authorization for work with the DA Brown 

Company when they meet on November 23.  

 

After some discussion, a motion was made and seconded (T. Christopher/D. Simpson) to approve the 

request as submitted in an amount not to exceed $50,000.  Voice vote determined the motion carried by a 

5-0 vote. 

 

Expense-Revenue reports were reviewed and no concerns were expressed. 

 

 

______________________________    ______________________________  

    David Fiandt,               President    Tina Craft,                        Secretary 

  


